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All GEMS Learning Trust Schools are committed to our core remit of providing and outstanding educational experience. Raising attainment of pupils at a disadvantage is part of our commitment to help all pupils achieve their potential.
	Summary information

	School
	GEMS Wantage Primary Academy

	Academic Year
	2020-21
	Total Catch-Up Premium allocated
	£1,290
	Number of pupils (Reception to Year 2)
	32

	Guidance

	Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils to catch up for lost teaching, in line with the curriculum expectations for the next academic year in actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak. While schools can use their funding in a way that suits their cohort and circumstances, they are expected to use this funding for specific activities which will help pupils catch up on missed education. To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) has published a coronavirus (COVID-19) support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students.
Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the most vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be among those hardest hit. The aggregate impact of lost time in education will be substantial, and the scale of our response must match the scale of the challenge.

Schools’ allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis, providing each mainstream school with a total of £80 for each pupil in years reception through to 11. As our school was not running until September 2020, and is constantly growing, our funding does not reflect accurate pupil numbers.

The EEF advises the following:
Teaching and whole school strategies 
· Supporting great teaching
· Pupil assessment and feedback 
· Transition support

Targeted approaches 
· One to one and small group tuition 
· Intervention programmes 
· Extended school time

Wider strategies 
· Supporting parent and carers 
· Access to technology 
· Summer support



	Identified impact of lockdowns

	Many of our children have now had 2 lockdowns/ school . During the most recent lockdown, most pupils engaged fully and readily with the high-quality home learning offer. However, during the 2020 lockdown, no pupils attended WPA and so many gaps and lost areas that were previously being addressed remain. With this plan, we will seek to address shortcomings and missed learning from both lockdowns.

	Maths
	Gaps have arisen between those who fully accessed and participated in home learning and those who did not. There are also gaps from last year’s lockdown and so children have varying degrees of understanding when looking at number and calculation. 

	
Writing
	Some children have lost essential practising of writing skills. SPAG-specific knowledge has suffered, leading to lack of fluency in writing and some punctuation needs to be re-taught. Those who have maintained writing throughout lockdown are less affected, however those who evidently didn’t write much will need to work on writing stamina and improving their motivation due to the lack of fluency in their ability to write. This is particularly the case in Year 1 and 2. Handwriting has also suffered and will need rapid support.

	
Reading
	Reading fluency, especially in Year 1 and 2, is a significant issue. This is also the case for many reception pupils who have not moved on in terms of fluent segmenting and blending in the way that would have been the case had they been in school. Some children, as directed by the school, read every day and have shown some improvement. The gap between those children that read widely and have become fluent readers and those children who don’t and can’t is now increasingly wide. There are also areas of inference, deduction and prediction which are weaker than they should be due to lack of consistent interaction.

	General
	Areas of impact:
· Stamina
· Concentration
· Tiredness
· Social skills



	Planned expenditure  - 

	Desired outcome
	Chosen approach and anticipated cost
	Impact (once reviewed)
	Staff lead
	Review date?

	High-quality teaching and learning
All teachers will ensure that their high expectations remain and that children access, high quality differentiated learning from the first day of return. Learning and progress to be rapid and rigorous,
	Adjustments to planning made as a result of staff meeting training and time to focus on non-negotiables, key skills and ensuring learning is sequential. No direct cost
	
	LP
	July 21

	Teaching assessment and feedback
Teachers have a very clear understanding of what gaps in learning remain and use this to inform assessments of learning that are aligned with standardised norms, giving a greater degree in confidence and accuracy of assessments. 

	
Use of WRM, L & S Assessment and gap analysis to identify areas of concern within core curriculum. 
No direct cost

	
	

LP
	

July 21 

	Transition support
All children return to school with minimal anxiety and worry.
‘Teacher tours’ and Live Q and As 
	Teachers and TAs to film ‘Teacher tours’ and hold Live Q and As before children return to ensure they are reminded of the environment and what to expect/ what is expected.
No direct cost

	
	

LP
	

Mar 21






	Reading support
Children will be fluent, confident readers. They will be able to access age-appropriate texts and read them fluently. We will also see improvements in areas such as prediction, deduction and inference.

	We subscribe to Reading Unlocked, Oxford Owl and Reading Eggs in order to support reading development both in terms of fluency and comprehension.  Specific parents have been targeted and trained to support at home. TAs and teachers have also undergone training.
£180
	
	
LP
	
July 21




	Intervention programme
Maths intervention
A targeted intervention which supports those identified children in reinforcing their understanding of basic maths skills and application of number. As a result, accelerated progress in these areas

Phonics intervention
Identified children will make rapid progress to help them to work at the expected attainment standards in English. They will use their phonics effectively to read and write.

Pre-teaching intervention
Children will feel more positive prior to the lesson and, therefore, it can boost their confidence and self-concept. All children are then able to access and learn new concepts and ideas, applying prior knowledge

	
An intervention TA has been hired specifically to target these areas. 

This TA will work closely alongside teaching staff to ensure learning is targeted and directed, and that progress is rapid and sustained. 

Intervention TA employed from April 16th 2021 – August 31st 2021.

Cost: £4,892 (including oncost)
	
	LP and AF
	
Ongoing



	
	Total expenditure
	£5,072

	
	Cost paid through Covid Catch-Up
	£1,290

	
	Cost paid through school budget
	£3,782
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