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 FAQs for Reception parents  



 

 
1. ‘What skills does my child need before starting school?’  
Work on practical skills such as being able to identify own clothing, being able to get changed for PE 
independently, recognise their name on their coat peg and wipe themselves after toileting, being able to read 
and write their own name, being able to speak clearly and ask for help if/ when they need it, be able to 
communicate and share with others.  

 
 
2. ‘What equipment does my child need?’  
A water bottle, PE kit and wellies for outdoor play are all important. Book bags will also be needed as children 
will bring home a reading book, achievements and some paper-based correspondence. A small rucksack is also 
useful to carry their snack, water bottle etc.  
 
3. ‘What if my child has trouble settling in?’  
Many children struggle to settle in at school at first, but our EYFS staff have a wealth of experience in helping 
them adapt. They will provide you with strategies to support in the summer term, ready for September.  
 
4. ‘What uniform do they need?’  
Full school uniform details can be found on our website (and above) and we are waiting for full details from 
our supplier to let you know where and how to buy. Velcro shoes are encouraged. Please ensure they are in a 
knitted jumper or cardigan – not the nursery sweatshirts. 
 
5. ‘How do I tell you who’ll be collecting my child from school?’  
In the interests of safety, we will ask you to inform us about who will usually pick your child up at the end of 
the day. This will be ready before September in your welcome pack.  
 
6. ‘What happens at lunchtimes?’  
All Reception and Key Stage 1 children are entitled to a free school lunch. We are currently setting up an 
agreement with Edwards and Ward who will cater our hot school lunches. Menus will then be available in 
advance. If you’re sending your child with a packed lunch, nuts, chocolate, fizzy drinks are not allowed.  
 
7. ‘When will my child have PE?’  
Your child’s PE kit needs to be at school every day but Reception’s official PE day is Friday. Please ensure 
children are not wearing any jewellery on this day.  
 
8. ‘What if my child still has accidents?’  
Many Reception children are less than reliable at using the toilet, and even children who’ve been toilet trained 
for years can slip up. Staff will be used to dealing with accidents, but it might put your mind at rest to keep a 
bag of spare clothes at school. When dealing with accidents, staff will follow the procedures outlined in our 
intimate care policy. It is also normal for children to fall over and they will be dealt with in accordance with our 



 

First Aid policy – an accident slip will be sent home in the child’s bag. If children bump their head, parents/ 
carers will be informed via a phone call 
 
9. ‘How can I support my child’s learning?’  
We will update you regularly with the sort of things you can be doing at home to supplement what we’re doing 
in the classroom. We encourage all parents to read with the children daily and carry out the homework 
  
11. ‘When are reading books sent home and changed?’  
Reception children will bring a book home from their first week. This will begin with a picture book and then 
progress to books with words and sentences, linked to their phonic phases. for how to help at home.  
 
13. ‘Can we take our child out of school for a holiday?’  
Schools are not permitted to authorise term-time holidays, and parents may be fined for taking their children 
out of school once children reach compulsory school age.  
 
14. ‘How do I contact someone if I have a question or worry?’  
We all need to speak to the teacher every now and then. Small queries may be dealt with by having a quick 
word in the playground or writing a note in your child’s reading diary, while for bigger concerns, you may need 
to email them or ask the office to arrange a meeting.  
 

 On Entry Reception Pupil Assessment – to be completed by parents  
 
We hope that you will take this opportunity to contribute to our understanding of your child and their 
baseline assessment by ticking the most appropriate column and return it to us before your child 
starts school. Please fill in this assessment and return it to us on 8th July when your child comes in 
for transition. If you cannot print it, please fill it in and email to the school office. A word version 
has been attached. 
 

 Child’s name: __________________________ Not yet Sometimes Always 
I can play in a group with my friends        
I can make up ideas for things to do and games to play        
I can take turns when I am playing with toys with my friends        
I talk to and make friends with other children and grown-ups I know        
I can tell you what I know about things I like to play with or things that I like to do        
I ask grown-ups and my friends questions to find out more about things I like        
I can ask grown-ups for help when I need it        
I can tell my friends and grown-ups what I need, what I want, what I like to do and if I like or 
don’t like something        
I can talk in a group when I am with my friends and grown-ups that I know        
I know that sometimes I can’t do things I want to do, like running around in the supermarket or 
jumping up and down on your friend’s sofa        
I know that if I take my friend’s toy or shout at them they might get upset or cross        
When I make my friend upset or cross I might get upset too or I might try to give them a hug        
When things change that I wasn’t expecting to happen I don’t get worried or upset        
I can run around, stopping, changing direction and slowing down so that I don’t bump into 
things        
I can push, pat, throw, catch or kick things like a large ball, a balloon or piece of fabric        
I can catch a large ball when you throw it to me        
I can use different things like scissors, paintbrushes, pens, hammers or bricks to make the 
things I want        
I can put on my coat. I can pull my own trousers up too        
I can go to the toilet by myself and I know I need to go        



 

I listen to the stories you tell me and I talk about them later        
When I am singing rhymes or songs or sharing a story with a grown-up, I am able to listen really 
carefully to what is happening        
When we are playing and you ask me to “put teddy under the blanket” or “put the car on top of 
the garage”, I know what you mean and I can do it by myself        
I can listen to what you tell me you want me to do and then I can do it        
I can tell you about something that happened yesterday, like “remember when we went to the 
park and had a green apple and came home”       
I can use lots of words to tell you about something that I have made or something that I have 
done       
I like singing nursery rhymes and songs       
I like to share different books like comics, stories, rhymes, poems, facts, books and magazines 
with you       
I can recognise my own name and words that are special to me, like “mummy” and my 
favourite shops and foods       
I can say each of the sounds in a short word like “cat”. When you say each of the sounds like “c-
a-t” I can put the sounds together and tell you the word       
When you write my name, I can copy some of the letters by myself on my piece of paper       
I can tell you what the marks, shapes, letters and pictures that I make mean       
I can say the numbers in order from 1 to 10       
I can recognise the numbers 1 to 5       
I use my fingers, pictures or marks to show you how many things there are e.g there are 6 cars 
(holding up 6 fingers)       
I can count the number of things on a page in a book or on a birthday card       
I see shapes when we are outdoors, like square windows and triangle and circle shapes in road 
signs       
I can use things to make patterns, like buttons and bricks       
I can use words like “under” and “next to” to describe where things are       
I can tell you what is happening tomorrow or what happened yesterday. I can tell you what day 
today is       
I can talk about people and times that are special to me and my family and friends, like 
“remember the party when we had fireworks and big bangs”       
I like to join in with routines, like going shopping, and times that are special to me and my 
family like birthdays       
I can talk about home and the places that I know like the park, the shops and the library       
I ask questions about the animals and trees I see       
I can talk about how things, like flowers or buildings look the same or look different       
I like toys with knobs and touch screens and real objects like cameras or mobile phones       
I have favourite songs and dances and can tell you which one I want when you ask me.       
I make lines and piles of blocks, joining the pieces together to make things like houses and car 
parks       
I can use building toys, like bricks and boxes to make the thing I want to make.       
I use ordinary things and pretend they are something else, like a spoon is a fire hose and my 
bricks are fish fingers and chips       
I can dress up or use toy people or cars to pretend to be other people, places or things that 
have happened, like a party or a wedding       

 
 
We cannot wait to meet you all. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Ms Perring and Team WPA! 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Task to be completed by your child: 
Please draw us a picture of yourself. You can also add in you family and home if you’d like too. Please 
write your name on it and label the things in your picture. You may need a parent to help you. If you 
can, write something about yourself that you would like your new teacher to know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Appendix 1 – Road to Schools – What does it mean to be school ready? 
 

Child Parent 

Eating Encourage independence at mealtimes when eating by encouraging 

I can use a knife and fork. children to feed themselves. (When using cutlery use real adult size 

rather than plastic child size alternatives) 
I can open my packed lunch on my own 

Encourage children to help open food packaging as a daily part of 
I am confident at opening wrappers and 

routine at food preparation, meal and snack times. 
packaging  
  

Self-Care Continue to encourage hand washing and hygiene practices 

I know when to wash my hands throughout the day and talk about whey we wash our hands. 
 

I can wipe my nose Model hand washing and nose wiping for children to support with 

their understanding where appropriate. 
I can ask for help when I don’t feel well  
  

Getting dressed and undressed on my own Support children to dress and undress independently by initially 

I can button and unbutton my shirt and use a zip providing lots of help to make it a positive experience. 

I can put my own shoes and socks on Provide slip on or Velcro shoes as these are easier to put on 

independently. 
I can change into my PE kit and put my coat on 

Allow extra time for practising at home for it become a familiar part  

 of a daily routine. 
  

Independence Provide opportunities for your child to be away from you for short 

I am happy to be away from my mummy, daddy periods of time by visiting other relatives or friends your feel 

confident to leave your child with. Always tell your child when you or main carer 
are leaving at that you will be back. This can be helped by talking 

I am happy to tidy my belongings and look after 

through what they will be doing whilst you are away to help their 
my things understanding of when you will be back. 

 

I am feeling confident about starting school Encourage your child to care for their own possessions and toys by 
 

I can make my own choices having a place where objects and belongings live for your child to 

 consistently take and return items and belonging to. 

 Talk about starting school with your child. Contact your new school, 

 find out the routines of the day and take opportunities provided to 
 arrange a visit to look around the school and meet the staff. 
  

Routines Provide opportunities to try on uniform prior starting school. It may 

I have practiced putting on my uniform and help to introduce some clothes at home which have fastenings like 

the school uniform. Practice the school journey together prior to getting ready to leave on time 
starting school so the journey becomes familiar. 

I have a good bedtime routine so I’m not feeling 
Provide a consistent routine at bedtime to provide consistency. For tired for school 
example, bath time, setting out clothes for next day and bedtime is 

I’m learning to eat at times I will on school days predictable on every weekday in preparation for school. 
 

 Consider providing a mid-morning snack and lunch at a similar time 

 to those of the school. Find out what the lunch time routine will be 
 to help prepare your child. 
  

Going to the toilet Encourage your child to use the toilet independently. It would be 

I can go to the toilet on my own, wipe myself and good practice when visiting the school to request your child is shown 



 

flush the bathroom area. 
 

I can wash and dry my hands without any help Encourage and talk about hygiene and why we wash our hands to 
support children in consistently building this into their routine. If  

 they forget, provide a gentle reminder to support their thinking. For 

 example, “What might happen if our hands are dirty?” 
  

Counting skills In every day experiences provide opportunities for children to notice 

I enjoy practicing counting objects and count objects around them. Eg the number of plates on the 

table, how may stairs as they are climbing them. Use mathematical 
I like saying number rhymes and playing counting 

language in everyday situations. Eg talk about the size and shape of 
games buildings when on a local walk. Point out different patterns you see, 

 

 count the number of blue cars. 
  

Interest in the world and new activities Provide stories that help children to make sense of different 

I enjoy learning about the world around me environments. 
 

I am interested in exploring new activities or Provide opportunities to observe things closely through a variety of 

means, including magnifiers and photographs. environments 
 

I like asking questions Provide play maps and small world equipment for children to create 
their own environments.  

  

Sharing and turn taking Provide opportunities for sharing and turn taking to support your 

I can share and take turns 
child in understanding they sometimes need to wait for things. Play 
games with them where you need to share resources. 

 

I like playing games with others  

I like interacting with other children  
  

Speaking and literacy Provide a range of books and stories including from different 

I like to read stories and look at picture books 
cultures 
 

I can talk about myself my needs and my feelings Give thinking time for children to decide what they want to say 

I am practising recognising my name when its 
Help children to build their vocabulary by extending their previous 

written down experiences 
 

I can construct complex sentences to join ideas 
Help children expand on what they say, introducing and reinforcing within a sentence 
 

I can respond to appropriate questions 
the use of more complex sentences 
 

I can take turns in conversations  
  

Listening and understanding Encourage short periods of uninterrupted time for sitting together to 

I can sit and listen for a short while 
share everyday experiences. Include recalling what has happened in 

the day, retelling a favourite story or playing a turn taking game.  

I can follow instructions 
Provided daily opportunities for following simple instructions, you  

I understand the need to follow rules could support this with actions to help understanding. Build up the 
 

 number of instructions as understanding and attention increases. Eg 

 “Please go and get your coat and shoes and put them on.” 

 Include your children in setting ‘rules to support them in their 

 understanding and ownership of expectations. Eg we go to bed at 

 6.30pm and have a story because we need to go to sleep at 7pm. 
  

Writing skills Encourage children to create their own mark-making on a large and 

I like tracing patterns and colouring in small scale using all types of writing implements. 
 

I enjoy making marks Encourage children to talk about the marks they have created. 
 

I am holding a pencil correctly Provide opportunities to write / mark-make eg shopping lists, notes 
to friends and family members, letters to post, labels for models  



 

 made, writing about something they have made or drawn. 

 Provide opportunities where your children can also see you writing 

 for a purpose. This will support their understanding of the different 

 contexts for writing. 
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